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1. Teaching Statement 
 

During one of my office hours, a student came to talk to me about a project 
that was due at the end of the term. The student had chosen to do a podcast on 
Galileo and the use of the telescope, and part of the assignment required the 
students to describe the historical significance of the historical figure. When I asked 
the student why he chose to do his podcast on Galileo and why he thought he was 
an important figure, the student replied that he chose Galileo “because he was right”. 
In the discussion that followed I encouraged the student to think about the 
achievements of Galileo separately from the mere fact that he “was right”. Was 
Galileo’s methodology different from his predecessors? Did he have access to 
different technology, or did he just use the available tools in an innovative way? 

The discussion that I had with my student exemplifies my approach to 
teaching philosophy, history of philosophy and history of science: the goal of my 
approach is not to arrive at a ‘right’ answer, but rather to push students to engage in 
critical discussion on the relevance of history and philosophy as an open-ended 
process that is in continuous evolution. A related aspect of my approach is that 
doing philosophy is a skill that can be applied to contemporary problems, such as the 
role that science should play in society and/or policy making. Philosophy is also 
about constructively engaging with peers on these same issues. 

My strategy to implement these goals is informed by the literature on 
pedagogy: first, my classes are structured toward achieving broad learning objectives, 
such as engaging in philosophical and historical arguments. Second, I develop more 
narrow learning objectives that are specific to the content of particular classes, but 
are aimed at developing the skills to master the broader learning objectives. Third, I 
encourage my students to have what is called a “growth mindset”, which suggests 
that abilities in a particular discipline can be developed, as opposed to having fixed 
qualities (such as ‘being good at math/writing/etc’). This last point is particularly 
important when teaching students that do not major in philosophy and take a course 
just to fulfill a requirement: these students usually come to class thinking that they 
are not good at writing and do not see the purpose of the class. My strategy allows 
the students to see the relevance of developing critical thinking at writing skills for 
their major of choice, even if that major seems far removed from history and/or 
philosophy: they can both learn the necessary skills if they apply themselves, and the 
content of my classes shows them how to apply these newly learned skills to topics 
of interest to them. An important related aspect of my teaching that aims at keeping 
students engaged is to give short lectures (not more than 10-15 minutes) followed by 
activities aimed at helping students internalize the content and elaborate on it.  

I have had the chance of developing my skills by teaching three different 
courses independently. These courses are “Principles of Scientific Reasoning”, a 
critical thinking course, “Myth and Science”, a course on the birth and development 
of rational philosophy in Ancient Greece, and “Magic, Medicine and Science”, a 
course on the history of science. While each class presented its own set of issues, the 
challenges involved in keeping the class engaged and teaching student to develop 
critical skills are common to any introductory philosophy or history class. The 
uniformity of challenges has allowed to me to gradually introduce new techniques to 
deal with issues encountered in previous classes. I have improved each class by 
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introducing new student-centered learning techniques in order to make my teaching 
more effective and the course more engaging to students. For example, I introduced 
guided notes the “Myth and Science” class in order to help students follow the short 
lectures and help them develop note taking skills.  

I strive to make improvements to my classes not only in successive terms, 
but also during the course. A type of informal learning assessment that I have 
implemented in my courses is midterm evaluations, which are aimed at assessing the 
students’ perception of the content of the class, its climate, and the pace of teaching. 
These evaluations are anonymous, to encourage students to be as honest as possible. 
An example of adjusting my teaching after reviewing the midterm evaluations can be 
found in “Magic, Medicine and Science”. In those evaluations, enough students 
claimed that the pace of the lectures was sometimes too fast, given the complexity of 
the material. As a consequence, I stopped using power point for my lectures and 
focused on going over complex concepts on the blackboard. 

I implement other forms of learning assessment in my classes, both formal 
and informal. One form of informal learning assessment that has proved particularly 
useful is having students, after one of the short lectures, write down everything they 
remember about that lecture, without looking at their notes and without worrying 
about being graded. Doing this exercise allows students to recollect the material they 
have just learned, thus helping them internalize the content. It also allows me to see 
what the students internalize the most about my lectures, thus allowing me to go 
over concepts that have either not been considered important or concepts that have 
been misunderstood. Another example is having students write down what they 
remembered the most about the lectures, and what they understood the least at the 
end of class. This, too, serves the function of having student reflect back on the 
content that they have just learned, and allows me to organize the next class by 
reviewing what most student found most confusing.  

Formal evaluations usually come in the form of exams and take-home 
assignments. Exams are usually short and are only aimed at testing low level skills 
such as knowledge and comprehension. I strongly believe that exams should be 
graded blindly in order to avoid possible biases. Take home assignments are longer 
assignments that should occupy the student for at least half the term and are aimed 
at testing higher level skills such as analysis and synthesis. Students are usually given 
the option to either follow structured essay guidelines or to complete a creative 
project, such as doing a podcast or a video on a topic discussed in class. I value this 
approach as it guides the students that are less experienced with humanistic topics, 
showing them the necessary steps to complete long projects and, on the other hand, 
it allows students with more experience to develop their topic of interest not 
constrained by the usual bounds of a classical essay.[find examples of essay and 
creative assignments in the dossier] This is particularly helpful when teaching 
students that do not major in the humanities to motivate students to engage with the 
topic in a creative way. 

Finally, an important aspect of my teaching involves emphasizing the 
relevance of the humanities beyond just serving themselves. For example, “Principles 
of Scientific Reasoning” is a critical thinking course that teaches the roles of logic, 
statistics and probability in science. When I taught that course, I made sure that 
students had access both to historical and current examples, and in particular we 
looked at climate models and the arguments surrounding climate change denialism. 
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Students were taught to evaluate how evidence bears on a particular claim, and the 
extent to which statistical inferences can be trusted in science. In “Magic, Medicine 
and Science”, I focused on the history of medicine from a feminist perspective. In 
particular, I taught classical milestones in the history of medicine by using examples 
of theories of reproduction and embryology, to show students the importance of 
critically evaluating the assumptions that are made in scientific theories today (such 
as, for example, whether there are “essential” qualities associated with a particular 
gender that can be used to explain the role of that gender in reproduction).  
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2. Teaching Experience 
 
At the University of Pittsburgh, I have taught three courses independently and I have 
assisted two courses. I designed the syllabi and chose the textbooks for all courses I 
have taught independently. Below are the course descriptions and text used for the 
courses I have taught independently. 
 
 
Magic Medicine and Science (Spring 2017) 
 
Course Description:  
 
This course is a partial survey of some important strands in the Western 
intellectual history. We will start with ancient Greek speculations in  
cosmology, philosophy, and medicine. Then we will look at some important subsequent 
developments in these areas and how they were influenced by the Greek tradition. These 
include, among other topics, the magical tradition that flourished during the Renaissance 
period. The latter half of the course will focus on the profound intellectual transformations 
in the 17th century which constitute what we often call The Scientific Revolution.   
Overall, this course is meant to provide a broad picture of some of the  
most important elements in the Western intellectual tradition and their  
interactions in history. 
 
Major texts used: 
 

§ Bernard Cohen, The Birth of a New Physics, 1985, W. W. Norton, ISBN 
9780393300451 

§ Michael R. Matthews, The Scientific Background to Modern Philosophy, Selected 
Readings, Edited, with Introduction, 1989, ISBN 9780872200746 

§ David C. Lindberg. The Beginnings of Western Science. 2nd ed. University of 
Chicago Press. ISBN-10: 0226482057. 

 
Myth and Science (Fall 2016) 
 
Course Description: 
 
The Greeks in the sixth to fourth century B.C. initiated forms of thinking we have from then 
on called "scientific" and "philosophical". This course examines the question of how science 
is distinguished from "non-science" by studying the role of myth and science in ancient 
Greece. The aim is to understand what distinguishes the ideas of the first scientists and 
philosophers from the earlier beliefs called myth. To achieve this aim, we will analyze the 
subtleties involved in the relation between myth and science at this early stage of Western 
Science. In particular, we will study the works of authors both of mythology and natural 
philosophy in Greece for the period 800-400BC. 
 
Major texts used: 
 

§ Patricia Curd (ed.), and Richard D. McKirahan (trans.). A Presocratics Reader. 
Hackett Publishing Company. ISBN-10: 0872203263 
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§ Hesiod. Works and Days and Theogony. Translated by Stanley Lombardo. Hackett 
Publishing Company. ISBN-10: 0872201791 

§ Homer. The Essential Iliad. Translated and edited by Stanley Lombardo. Hackett 
Publishing Company. ISBN-10: 0872205428 

§ G. E. R. Lloyd (ed.). Hippocratic Writings. Penguin Books. ISBN-10: 0140444513 
§ Thucydides. On Justice, Power, and Human Nature: Selections from The History of 

the Peloponnesian War. Translated by Paul Woodruff. Hackett Publishing 
Company. ISBN-10: 0872201686 

 
 
Principles of Scientific Reasoning (Spring 2015) 
 
Course Description: 
 
The course will provide students with elementary logic skills and an understanding of 
scientific arguments. Ours is an increasingly scientific and technical society. In both 
our personal life decisions and in our work we are daily confronted by scientific 
results which influence what we do and how we do it. Basic skills in analyzing the 
structure of arguments in terms of truth and evidence are required to make this type 
of information accessible and useful. We hear, for example, that drinking alcoholic 
beverages reduces the chances of heart disease. We might well ask what sorts of tests 
were done to reach this conclusion and do the tests really justify the claim? We read 
that certain geographical configurations in South America "prove" that this planet 
was visited by aliens from outer space. Does this argument differ from other, 
accepted scientific arguments? This course is designed to aid the student in making 
sense of a variety of elementary logic skills in conjunction with the application of 
those skills to actual cases. 
Addendum: This term we will use a different set of books (see required and 
optional textbooks below). We will follow the required book closely, so it is very 
important that you get the latest edition. Furthermore, this is the year of 
sustainability at Pitt (http://www.sustainable.pitt.edu) and we will partly focus on 
scientific issues regarding the climate.  As you will notice from the schedule of topics 
below, we will dedicate one of our meetings to discussing the issue of understanding 
climate change and the scientific arguments in favor and against anthropogenic (i.e. 
caused by human) climate change. The Philosophy Department and other 
departments are organizing workshops with invited experts to discuss the issues tied 
to understanding the climate and I will encourage (though not require) that you 
attend some of these meetings. 
 
Major texts used: 
 

§ Ronald N. Giere, John Bickle, and Robert Mauldin, Understanding Scientific 
Reasoning. 5th ed. (2006) Wadsworth Publishing. ISBN-10: 015506326X 

§ Mark Maslin, Climate Change: A Very Short Introduction. 3rd ed. (2014) 
Oxford University Press. ISBN: 0191029114, 9780191029110 
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3. Teaching Interests 
 
My teaching areas are primarily History and Philosophy of Science and History and 
Philosophy of Climate Science, but I am also prepared to teach other subjects. Below 
is a non-exhaustive list of courses that I am competent to teach. 
 
Graduate Courses 
 

§ Philosophy of Science 
§ Philosophy of Climate Science (Environmental Philosophy) 
§ History of Climate Science (20th century) 
§ Science and Values 
§ History and Philosophy of Science 

 
Advanced Undergraduate Courses 
 

§ Philosophy of Physics: Space, Time, and Matter 
§ Philosophy of Climate Science (Environmental Philosophy) 
§ History of Climate Science (20th century) 
§ Science and Values 

 
Introductory Undergraduate Courses 
 

§ Introduction to Philosophy 
§ Logic 
§ Critical Reasoning 
§ Introduction to the Philosophy of Science 
§ Introduction to Problems in Climate Science: What is the Weather? 
§ Environmental Ethics 
§ Ancient Philosophy of Science: from Mythology to Philosophy 
§ History of Science 
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4. Evidence of Teaching Effectiveness 
 
The following items are included: 
 

1. Letters and emails from students 
2. Teaching Letter from Professor Paolo Palmieri (included in the Supporting 

Materials) 
 
In addition, a complete copy of course evaluations for my Myth and Science course 
is included under Supporting Materials below. 
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Letters and Emails from Students 
 
Enclosed are some letters and emails I received from students that attended courses 
I have taught independently. All the attached documents have been received after the 
end of each course and after grades were submitted. I have received permission from 
the students to publish their letters and emails in this portfolio.  
 
Letter from a student attending Principles of Scientific Reasoning (solicited) 
 
August 19th, 2015 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
It is with great pleasure that I write this letter for Marina Baldissera Pacchetti. As a 
recent graduate from the University of Pittsburgh, I had the opportunity in my last 
semester to take a course taught by Marina. The course was called Scientific 
Reasoning, which covered topics from statistics to critical analyses of scientific 
articles, and being that it was a two and a half hour night class, Marina had to be 
quite prepared to keep our attention. Right at the beginning of the course, she asked 
the class what we felt would be the most beneficial way for her to conduct the 
course, and tried to implement those suggestions throughout the whole semester. 
Marina managed to organize class effectively by writing out an agenda at the 
beginning each week and clearly explaining to us the plan for each class. 
 
The topics were occasionally a bit dry; however Marina managed to keep us 
interested by using videos, articles, and other aids to help us understand the topics. 
She also chose textbooks that were more relevant and assigned articles that she felt 
would interest us more. We were assigned homework that was due at the same time 
each week, which made it difficult to forget, and we then went over the assignment 
as a class almost every week in order to make sure we fully comprehended the 
assignment. Marina promoted class discussion and took the time to explain 
confusing concepts when students had questions. Through much practice and 
explanation, many of the principles that Marina taught as far as critical analysis I 
believe I will carry with me both within and outside of academia for many years.  
 
It is most definitely a skill for an instructor to be able to keep the attention of a class 
for a long night class, and I think Marina succeeded in doing so. Marina set her 
expectations clearly, yet was flexible when necessary, and was also friendly and 
approachable. She always responded quickly to emails, answered questions fully and 
with as much detail as she could, and offered plenty of time outside of class should 
students have needed additional help. 
 
Overall, I believe Marina displays all of the necessary characteristics to excel in future 
teaching positions. She is dependable, intelligent, and organized, and it is clear that 
she makes her students’ education a priority. If you have additional questions, feel 
free to contact me at arb123@pitt.edu. 
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Sincerely, 
 
Alice Bell 
University of Pittsburgh 2015  
 
Email from a student attending Myth and Science (unsolicited) 
 
Hello Marina, 
 
I hope your semester is wrapping up well.  I didn't get a chance to give you feedback 
on the class on the last homework, but really wanted to tell you what I enjoyed about 
your class and teaching style. 
 
This semester, I was very impressed with the way you structured the classes and 
curriculum.  I did research on education within the STEM field this past summer and 
took note on many of the teaching techniques you implemented in our class. 
 
Learning Objectives: 
This part of your teaching style is something that is so helpful to students, but not 
many teachers use them.  Letting us know exactly what we need to comprehend with 
each lesson is so crucial to the learning process.  It primes our brains ready to learn 
whatever the topics of the day are.  As well, by writing down the schedule for each 
class, it allows us to pace our learning and know what to expect.  The learning 
objectives are also helpful when it comes time to review and study the course 
material.  Just reading over them creates a fantastic study guide for the course. 
 
Peer Instruction: 
Breaking down into small discussion groups after your lectures has really helped me 
to understand the material better than what I would have.  Often times, I feel like 
teachers know the material so well, they forget the steps they had to take to 
understand it.  When students teach each other, sometimes topics can be conveyed a 
little better than with a typical chalk and talk lecture.  The way you incorporated 
group activities into our class was so effective because of the guidance and timing 
you provided through the in-class note handouts.  As well, it is nice to have a chance 
for us to talk when the class time is so long. 
 
To be completely honest with you, philosophy and history have always been my least 
favorite subjects-especially ones that involve a lot of reading.  Because of that, I have 
always struggled with these classes because I find it hard to become passionate about 
learning the material.  If I'm interested in learning a topic, I can soak up information 
like a sponge.  I can also say that in comparison to other philosophy courses I have 
taken at Pitt, this was the best one as far as structure and organization goes.  You 
really did a great job leading the course this semester, and I think you will become an 
even better teacher the more classes you teach.  You are obviously passionate about 
teaching and it shows when you get up in front of the classroom. 
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I wish you the best with your teaching career and hope life treats you well.  Thank 
you again for a great semester! 
 
All the best, 
Cameron Beichner 
CJB109@pitt.edu 
10/12/2016 
 
Letter from a student attending Magic, Medicine and Science (solicited) 
 

Magic, Medicine and Science (HPS 0515) was not only one of my favorite 
classes from last semester, but it has cemented its place as one of my favorites during 
my two years at the University of Pittsburgh. The course material was very 
interesting, but that is mostly due to the way the material is presented and taught. 
Professor Pacchetti did an excellent job in structuring the class, conveying the 
material and helping us obtain a greater understanding the material that she taught. 

I really enjoyed the structure of the class. It was a two and a half hours long 
night class, so one of the hardest tasks for the professor is keeping the class awake, 
engaged and motivated to learn. Professor Pacchetti did exactly that, in my opinion. 
The beginning of the class was where she answered questions from last lecture, the 
middle was where she lectured about the readings assigned for that day’s class and 
the end would be mostly group work. Knowing what to expect each time I came to 
class was a strong point in me liking the class. 

The material of the class, I would say, was kind of difficult. Sometimes, I 
would read the required reading for the class and would have absolutely no clue what 
I was actually reading, but that is where the professor comes in. The class, literally, 
always cleared up my confusions on the readings and the ideas from said readings. 
Professor Pacchetti did a great job in translating the material into a language that we 
all could understand. Even if at the end of lecture, you still had some lingering 
questions, you could write it on a blank sheet and turn it in at the end of class. I wish 
this idea was implemented more in my other classes. One of most underrated aspects 
of the class, I think were professor Pacchetti’s office hours. She was readily available 
outside of her scheduled office hours, which I found to be very convenient because 
of my class schedule. I primarily would go to office hours to clear up any questions I 
had about the upcoming test or big project. Professor Pacchetti was very personable, 
helpful and understanding and I always left feeling satisfied and confident. 

Professor Pacchetti had a tremendous grasp on the material that she taught, 
that is why I think it was so easy for her to help us understand it too. The lectures 
that she taught were mostly from her memory, and she mostly wrote out all the 
notes on chalkboard. The fact that she could do this demonstrates her intelligence 
and grasp on the topic at hand. It is also worth noting that the only reason that she 
wrote on the chalkboard, instead of just clicking through a PowerPoint, was so that 
we could all follow along and keep up with what she was saying.  

I am not really fond of written, essay tests, but I do see the point in having 
them. Scantron tests are easy for students to just guess the right answer or get lucky, 
but written tests actually force you to know the material. If you do not know the 
material, then you have no chance of doing well. I really had to know the differences 
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between celestial and terrestrial physics and how Copernicus, Tycho Brahe and 
Galileo helped disprove the old Aristotelian cosmology with their various findings so 
that I could write a page on it for the exam.  I think this was the reasoning in why 
professor Pacchetti went this this route. The tests were fair and were a fair 
representation of what she taught. She also only had us use our school ID number 
instead of our names so that she would not have a bias during her grading. I found 
that interesting since no teacher has ever done this, and I do not really know why. It 
showed her transparency in grading and we knew that she would not show nepotism 
or any sort of injustice in grading.  

All in all, I really respected and enjoyed being taught by professor Pacchetti 
and I believe that she will only continue to enhance her skillset and knowledge so 
that she will become an even better teacher!  

Okechukwu Aloziem 
Oua2@pitt.edu 
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5. Supporting Materials 
	
The following items are included: 
 

1. Teaching Letter from Professor Paolo Palmieri 
2. Syllabus for Myth and Science (Fall 2016) 
3. Syllabus for Magic, Medicine, and Science (Spring 2017) 
4. Sample assignments and handouts 

a. Reading guidelines 
b. Guided notes 
c. In-class exercises 
d. Exam preparation exercises 

5. Course evaluations for Myth and Science (Fall 2016) 
 
Other course materials and evaluations are available upon request. 







HPS 0427/CLASS 0330: Myth and Science 

Fall 2016, Wednesdays 6:00-8.30pm, 235 Cathedral of Learning 

 

 

1. BASIC INFORMATION 
 
 
Instructor Marina Baldissera Pacchetti 

Email: mab360@pitt.edu 
Mailbox: 1017 Cathedral of Learning 

 
Office & 
Office Hours 

 
901H Cathedral of Learning 
Wednesdays 2-4pm and by appointment 

Course Website Blackboard: http://courseweb.pitt.edu/ 
 
Turnitin: http://turnitin.com/ 
class ID: 13276242 
enrollment password: pandora 
 
How to enroll in this class on Turnitin: 
1. Go to the Turnitin website and create an account (unless you already 
have one). 
2. Login to the website. 
3. Click the ‘enroll in a class’ tab (next to ‘all classes’). 
4. Enter class ID and enrollment password, and click ‘submit’. 
5. Click the ‘all classes’ tab to go back to the student homepage, and 
make sure ‘HPS 0427/CLASS 0330: Myth and Science’ appears as one 
of the classes you are enrolled in. 

 
Classmates 

 
Name: 
Email/Phone: 
 
Name: 
Email/Phone: 

 
 

2. COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
 
General topic The Greeks in the sixth to fourth century B.C. initiated forms of thinking we 

have from then on called "scientific" and "philosophical". This course examines 
the question of how science is distinguished from "non-science" by studying the 
role of myth and science in ancient Greece. The aim is to understand what 
distinguishes the ideas of the first scientists and philosophers from the earlier 
beliefs called myth. To achieve this aim, we will analyze the subtleties involved 
in the relation between myth and science at this early stage of Western Science. 
In particular, we will study the works of authors both of mythology and natural 
philosophy in Greece for the period 800-400BC. 
 
This course meets the foreign culture/international component (regional 
category) of the University of Pittsburgh School of Arts and Sciences General 



Education Requirements. For details, see 
http://www.asundergrad.pitt.edu/advising-center/understanding-general-
education-requirements 
and the General Education course catalogue found there. 
 

Learning 
Objectives 

This course is designed for you to achieve the following learning objectives: 
 
1. Develop your own well-reasoned position on the relationship between the 
mythological approach and the scientific approaches to the world found in 
Ancient Greek culture and express and support your position orally and in 
writing. 
 
2. Evaluate the strengths or weaknesses of your own as well as other possible 
positions on the relationship between these two approaches and express and 
support your evaluation orally and in writing. 
 
To achieve these ultimate learning objectives, you will have to attain more basic 
objectives. Thus, by the end of the course, you should also be able to: 
 
3. Summarize various views about the world expressed in the required readings, 
which include some standard sources of Ancient Greek myths and writings of 
Ancient Greek philosophers, historians, and physicians. 
 
4. Describe in your own words views about the proper methods of inquiry 
expressed in the writings of Presocratic philosophers, historians 
Herodotus and Thucydides, and Hippocratic physicians. 
 
5. Compare and contrast these authors’ views and methods of inquiry and the 
mythological approach to the world. 
 
Weekly exercises and in class activities will help you with these tasks. Writing 
needs a lot of practice, so you will be required to write brief summaries of your 
readings as a weekly exercise. Doing these exercises seriously will help you 
develop proficiency in objectives 3 and 4 and, together with in class activities, 
will lay the basis for developing objective 5. Mastering these basic objectives 
will allow you to attain objectives 1 and 2. All the assessments (both formal and 
informal) will test your progress in achieving these goals.  

 
Prerequisites 

 
None 

 
 
 

3. TEXTBOOKS 
 
 

All books are available for purchase at the university bookstore and on reserve at 
Hillman Library. 
You must have your personal copies of the required books listed below as well as other 
required readings that may be posted on Blackboard. You must bring your copies of a 
week’s required readings to class. You do not need to buy the recommended books. 
Below is the list of both required and recommended books with the abbreviations to be 
used hereafter. 
 
 



3.1 Required Textbooks 
 
PR Patricia Curd (ed.), and Richard D. McKirahan (trans.). A Presocratics Reader. 

Hackett Publishing Company. ISBN-10: 0872203263 
 

WDT Hesiod. Works and Days and Theogony. Translated by Stanley Lombardo.  
Hackett Publishing Company. ISBN-10: 0872201791 
 

EI Homer. The Essential Iliad. Translated and edited by Stanley Lombardo. 
Hackett Publishing Company. ISBN-10: 0872205428 
 

HW G. E. R. Lloyd (ed.). Hippocratic Writings.  
Penguin Books. ISBN-10: 0140444513 
 

HPW Thucydides. On Justice, Power, and Human Nature: Selections from The 
History of the Peloponnesian War. Translated by Paul Woodruff.  
Hackett Publishing Company. ISBN-10: 0872201686 
 

AL Stephen M. Trzaskoma, and R. Scott Smith (trans.). Apollodorus’ Library and 
Hyginus’ Fabulae: Two Handbooks of Greek Mythology.  
Hackett Publishing Company. ISBN-10: 0872208206 

 
 

3.2 Recommended Textbooks 
	  

BWS David C. Lindberg. The Beginnings of Western Science. 2nd ed.  
University of Chicago Press. ISBN-10: 0226482057. [Excerpts from this 
book will be posted on Blackboard.] 
 

EGS G. E. R. Lloyd. Early Greek Science: Thales to Aristotle.  
W. W. Norton. ISBN-10:0393005836 

	  

 

4. ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING 

I will devise a variety of different tasks for you to complete in order to formally assess 
your progress in attaining the course objectives described in section 2 of this syllabus. 
You will have weekly assignments on the readings that are due that will serve both as an 
encouragement to do the readings attentively and as a way for you to develop writing and 
note taking skills, two argumentative essays that are aimed at showing your mastery of 
the course material, and two exams that are aimed at testing your memorization of the 
course content. In class, we will have short exercises and tasks that are not going to be 
graded but are aimed at providing me with an idea of how you are doing with the 
material. Informal assessment may take the form of me asking you to write down 
questions about the material and/or go over your homework in pairs or groups and 
discuss it with the rest of the class. These exercises will also prepare you for the tests and 
essays.  

 



 

Two Essays There will be two essays on the topics to be provided. Each essay is worth 
100 points, and the two essays are worth 200 points in total (40% of the 
final grade). 
Essay 1 will be about 600 to 800 words and is due by 11:59pm on 10/6. 
Essay 2 will be about 800 to 1000 words and is due by 11:59pm on 12/8).  
Both essays must be turned in to turnitin.com by the due dates. 
 

Midterm The midterm exam is worth 100 points (20% of the final grade) and will 
cover Weeks 1 through 7. It is closed book and scheduled for 10/19. 
 

Final The final exam is worth 130 points (26% of the final grade). It will cover 
mainly 
Weeks 9 through 15 but will have parts that are related to the earlier 
materials. It is closed book and scheduled for 12/14 
 

Exercises Each week you will have a take home exercise on the required readings 
that are worth 70 points (14% of the final grade). 
 
You will write short summaries of the primary sources we will read 
throughout the term. To help you complete the task, I will post reading 
guidelines (such as questions for you to keep in mind while reading) on 
Blackboard every week. I will ask you to bring two (2) copies of your 
summaries to class: one for me, and one for you to peruse during lectures 
and in class activities. You will hand in one copy of your homework at the 
beginning of every meeting. 
 
These summaries will not be graded on quality, but to get full credit on a 
given exercise, you must demonstrate that you have done the required 
readings for the week in which the exercise is due. Each exercise will 
receive points on an informal scale of one to three points. 
There will be twelve (12) exercises, and according to the total points you 
earn on the exercises, you will receive all or a fraction of 70 points toward 
your final grade. See the conversion table is given below. Note that given 
this conversion table, technically you can miss two (2) exercises without 
penalty. 
 
 
 

 

Points earned on 
the exercises 

Points toward 
the final grade 

30 or above 70 
28-29 65 
26-27 60 
24-25 55 
22-23 50 
20-21 45 
18-19 40 
16-17 25 

15 or below 0 
 

 



The final letter grade will be the sum of all the points you have accumulated through 
the above assessments: 

 

Grade Total Points Percentage 
  A+ 485 or above 97 or above 
  A 465-484 93-96 
  A- 450-464 90-92 
  B+ 435-449 87-89 
  B 415-434 83-86 
  B- 400-414 80-82 
  C+ 385-399 77-79 
  C 365-384 73-76 
  C- 350-364 70-72 
  D+ 335-349 67-69 
  D 315-334 63-66 
  D- 300-314 60-62 
  F 299 or below 59 or below 

 

I will post your final grade on blackboard by 12/20 at 11:55pm. 

For any other information about your grade, you can consult 
http://www.registrar.pitt.edu/grades.html or come ask me. 

 

5. COURSE POLICIES 
 
Academic Integrity I expect all students in this course to comply with the University of 

Pittsburgh policy on Academic Integrity, that you can review here: 
http://www.as.pitt.edu/fac/policies/academic-integrity 
 

Turnitin Students agree that by taking this course all required papers may be 
subject to submission for textual similarity review to Turnitin.com for 
the detection of plagiarism. All submitted papers will be included as 
source documents in the Turnitin.com reference database solely for 
the purpose of detecting plagiarism of such papers. Use of 
Turnitin.com page service is subject to the Usage Policy and Privacy 
Pledge posted on the Turnitin.com site.  

 
University Email Each student is issued a University e-mail address (username@pitt.edu) 

upon admittance. This e-mail address may be used by the University 
for official communication with students. Students are expected to 
read e-mail sent to this account on a regular basis. Failure to read and 
react to University communications in a timely manner does not 
absolve the student from knowing and complying with the content of 
the communications. The University provides an e-mail forwarding 
service that allows students to read their e-mail via other service 
providers (e.g., Hotmail, AOL, Yahoo). Students that choose to 
forward their e-mail from their pitt.edu address to another address do 



so at their own risk. If e-mail is lost as a result of forwarding, it does 
not absolve the student from responding to official communications 
sent to their University e-mail address. To forward e-mail sent to your 
University account, go to http://accounts.pitt.edu, log into your 
account, click on Edit  Forward ing  Addres s e s , and follow the 
instructions on the page. Be sure to log out of your account when you 
have finished. (For the full E-mail Communication Policy, go to 
www.bc.pitt.edu/policies/policy/09/09-10-01.html.) 

 
Pitt Promise and 
Classroom Incivility 

Verbatim from http://www.studentaffairs.pitt.edu/pitt-promise/ : 

The University of Pittsburgh is committed to the advancement of 
learning and service to society. This is best accomplished in an 
atmosphere of mutual respect and civility, self-restraint, concern for 
others, and academic integrity. By choosing to join this community, I 
accept the obligation to live by these common values and commit 
myself to the following principles: 

“As a Pitt Student: 

• I will embrace the concept of a civil community, which abhors 
violence, theft, and exploitation of others; 

• I will commit myself to the pursuit of knowledge with 
personal integrity and academic honesty; 

• I will respect the sanctity of the learning environment and 
avoid disruptive and deceitful behavior toward other members 
of the campus community; 

• I will support a culture of diversity by respecting the rights of 
those who differ from myself; 

• I will contribute to the development of a caring community 
where compassion for others and freedom of thought and 
expression are valued; 

• I will honor, challenge and contribute to the scholarly heritage 
left by those who preceded me and work to leave this a better 
place for those who follow. 

By endorsing these common principles, I accept a moral obligation to 
behave in ways that contribute to a civil campus environment and 
resolve to support this behavior in others. This commitment to civility 
is my promise to the University of Pittsburgh and its community of 
scholars.” 

 
Late or Missed 
Assignments 

Essays: A late essay will be accepted but penalized at the rate of 4 
points for each day the essay is late. 
 
Exams: A makeup for the midterm exam can be arranged only in 
exceptional circumstances (see below). The date of the final exam is 
firmly scheduled, and you may request a final exam conflict of 
accommodation only if you follow the University Guidelines found 
here: 
http://www.registrar.pitt.edu/assets/pdf/2171_EXAMS.pdf 
http://www.registrar.pitt.edu/assets/pdf/final_procedure.pdf 
 



Exercises: Since you can miss up to two (2) graded exercises without it 
harming your final grade, I will not accept any late exercises.  
 
The following are generally considered exceptional circumstances: a 
medical emergency, the death of a near relative, and a university-
related trip (e.g., athletic team commitments). If you are in these 
circumstances, (i) obtain written documentation from a relevant 
authority (e.g., doctor, coach, etc.) verifying that you are/were in one 
of these circumstances, (ii) contact me as soon as you can to set up an 
appointment, and (iii) show me the documentation. I will then decide 
how to apply the policy on late or missed assignments and exams to 
your circumstance, and I will make, by mutual agreement, any 
necessary makeup assignments or other arrangements. 
 
  

 

6. UNIVERSITY RESOURCES FOR LEARNING 

You should contact or visit the following places whenever you need an accommodation or 
academic assistance. It is strongly recommended that you make appointments with the Writing 
Center now and go over your essay with them before it is due. 
 
Disability 
Resources 

If you have a disability for which you are or may be requesting an 
accommodation, you are encouraged to contact both your instructor and 
Disability Resources and Services, 140 William Pitt Union, 412-648-7890 as 
early as possible in the term. 
 

Academic Resource 
Center 

For academic concerns that are not specific to this course, you can contact 
the Academic Resource Center: 
http://www.asundergrad.pitt.edu/arc 

Writing Center Clear and well-organized writing is absolutely necessary for getting a good 
grade on the essays in this course. While you work on your essays, you 
should consider visiting the Writing Center: 
http://www.writingcenter.pitt.edu/undergraduate-services 

 
 
 
 

7. COURSE SHEDULE 
 

Week Date Topic Readings Due 
1 8/31 Introduction to the course 

 
Syllabus (in class) - 

2 9/7 Background to Ancient 
Greek Myths; Hesiod’s 
Theogony 

Required: 
Hesiod, Theogony (WDT, pp. 61–90 
[30]);  
Apollodorus, Library (AL, pp. 1–7 [7]) 
 
Background: 
Powell, Classical Myth, Ch.1–2 
(available on Blackboard);  
 BWS, pp. 21–25; 
Lamberton, “Introduction” (WDT, 

EX 1; 
Create 
account 
on 
turnitin.co
m; 
Enroll 
(add-drop 
period 



pp. 1–17; esp. 12–16) 
 

ends 9/9) 

3 9/14 Ancient Greek Myths 
(cont’d); Natural 
Philosophy of Thales, 
Anaximander, and 
Anaximenes 

Required: 
Apollodorus, Library (AL, pp. 28–42 
[15]); The Milesians (PR, pp. 9–16 [8]) 
Background: 
Powell, Classical Myth, Ch.1–2 
(Blackboard); EGS, pp. 1–23; BWS, 
pp. 25–31; 
Curd, “Introduction” (PR, pp. 1–8) 
 

EX 2 

4 9/21 Knowledge, Belief, and 
Rational Inquiry; The 
Problem of Change 

Required: 
Xenophanes (PR, pp. 25–28 [4]); 
Heraclitus (PR, pp. 29–30, 33–35, 37–
38 [6]; read only fragments no. 1, 27, 
29–35, 39, 41–49, and 71–90); 
Parmenides (PR, pp. 
 43–46, 47–49 [6]; read only fragments 
no. 1, 2, 6, and 8) 
Background: 
EGS, pp. 36–49; BWS, pp. 32–33 
 

EX 3 

5 9/28 The Problem of Change 
(cont’d) 

Required: 
The Pluralists: Anaxagoras and 
Empedocles (PR, pp. 53–71 [19]); 
Zeno of Elea 
(PR, pp. 73–77 [5]) 
Background: 
EGS, pp. 36–49; BWS, pp. 33–34 
 

EX 4 

6 10/5 Ancient Greek Atomism; 
Hippocratic Medicine 

Required: 
Atomism: Leucippus and Democritus 
(PR, pp. 79–88 [10]); “The Sacred 
Disease” (HW, pp. 237–251 [15]); 
“Airs, Waters, Places” (HW, pp. 148–
159 [10]; the rest is optional) 
Background: 
EGS, pp. 50–65; BWS, pp. 111–119; 
Lloyd, “Introduction” (HW, pp. 9–60) 

EX 5 
Essay 1 
must be 
turned in to 
turnitin.com 
by 11.59pm 
on 
Thursday, 
October 6th 
 

7 10/12 Hippocratic Medicine 
(cont’d); Review for 
Midterm 

Required: 
“The Nature of Man” (HW, pp. 260–
271 [11]); “The Seed and The Nature 
of the 
Child” (HW, pp. 317–346 [30]) 
Background: 
EGS, pp. 50–65; BWS, pp. 111–119; 
Lloyd, “Introduction” (HW, pp. 9–60) 

EX 6 

8 10/19 Midterm - 
 

- 

9 10/26 The Iliad Required: 
Apollodorus, Library, Epitome (AL, 
pp. 77–81 [5]); Homer, Iliad (EI, pp. 
1–56, [56]); 
 “The Catalogue of the Ships” in 

EX 7 



 
 
 
 

Book 2 of the Iliad (Blackboard) 
Background: 
Murnaghan, “Introduction” (EI, pp. 
ix–xlii) 
 

10 11/2 The Iliad (cont’d) Required: 
Homer, Iliad (EI, pp. 56–113 [57]) 
Background: 
Murnaghan, “Introduction” (EI, pp. 
ix–xlii) 
 

EX 8 

11 11/9 The Iliad (cont’d) Required: 
Homer, Iliad (EI, pp. 114–157 [43]); 
Apollodorus, Library, Epitome (AL, 
pp. 81–85 [6]) 
Background: 
Murnaghan, “Introduction” (EI, pp. 
ix–xlii) 
 

EX 9 

12 11/16 The birth of Empirical 
and Critical History; 
Thucydides’ Method in 
his History 

Required: 
Hesiod, Works and Days (WDT, pp. 
26–28 [3]); Herodotus, Histories 
(Excerpts on Blackboard); 
Thucydides, The History of the 
Peloponnesian War (HPW, pp. 1–25 
[25]) 
Background: 
Woodruff, “Introduction” (HPW, ix–
xxxv) 
 

EX 10 

13 11/23 Thanksgiving Recess - 
 

- 

14 11/30 Thucydides’ History Required: 
Thucydides, The History of the 
Peloponnesian War (HPW, pp. 25–50 
[26]; pp. 89–95 [7]) 
Background: 
Woodruff, “Introduction” (HPW, ix–
xxxv) 
 

EX 11 

15 12/7 Conclusion, 
Review for Final 
 

TBA EX 12 

16 12/14 Final Exam - - 



HPS 0515 / HIST 0089: Magic, Medicine, and Science 
Spring 2017, Thursdays 6:00-8.30pm, 208A Cathedral of Learning 

 

1. BASIC INFORMATION 
 
 
Instructor Marina Baldissera Pacchetti 

Email: mab360@pitt.edu 
Mailbox: 1017 Cathedral of Learning 

 
Office & 
Office Hours 

 
901H Cathedral of Learning 
Thursdays 2-4pm and by appointment 

Course Website Blackboard: http://courseweb.pitt.edu/ 
 
Turnitin: http://turnitin.com/ 
class ID: 14301594 
enrollment password: autopsia 
 
How to enroll in this class on Turnitin: 
1. Go to the Turnitin website and create an account (unless you already 
have one). 
2. Login to the website. 
3. Click the ‘enroll in a class’ tab (next to ‘all classes’). 
4. Enter class ID and enrollment password, and click ‘submit’. 
5. Click the ‘all classes’ tab to go back to the student homepage, and 
make sure ‘HPS 0515/HIST 0089: Magic Medicine and Science’ 
appears as one of the classes you are enrolled in. 

 
Classmates 

 
Name: 
Email/Phone: 
 
Name: 
Email/Phone: 

 
 

2. COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
 
General topic This course is a partial survey of some important strands in the Western 

intellectual history. We will start with ancient Greek speculations in  
cosmology, philosophy, and medicine. Then we will look at some important 
subsequent developments in these areas and how they were influenced by the 
Greek tradition. These include, among other topics, the magical tradition that 
flourished during the Renaissance period. The latter half of the course will 
focus on the profound intellectual transformations in the 17th century which 
constitute what we often call The Scientific Revolution.   
Overall, this course is meant to provide a broad picture of some of the  
most important elements in the Western intellectual tradition and their  
interactions in history. 
 
This course meets the historical change component of the University of 
Pittsburgh School of Arts and Sciences General Education Requirements. For 



details, see 
http://www.asundergrad.pitt.edu/advising-center/understanding-general-
education-requirements 
and the General Education course catalogue found there. 
 

Learning 
Objectives 

This course is designed for you to achieve the following learning objectives: 
 
1. Develop your own well-reasoned narrative of the history of physics and 
history of medicine up to the 17th century and express and support your 
position orally and in writing. 
 
2. Evaluate the progress (or lack thereof) in the views and methods of the 
historical figures considered and their fields and express and support your 
evaluation orally and in writing. 
 
To achieve these ultimate learning objectives, you will have to attain more basic 
objectives. Thus, by the end of the course, you should also be able to: 
 
3. Summarize various views about the world expressed in the required readings, 
which include some standard original sources on physics and medicine from 
Ancient Greece to the 17th century. 
 
4. Describe in your own words cosmological, physical and medical views of 
particular time periods and the respective methods of inquiry. 
 
5. Compare and contrast the views and methods of inquiry of authors across 
different time periods. 
 
Weekly exercises and in class activities will help you with these tasks. Writing 
needs a lot of practice, so you will be required to write brief summaries or 
related exercises of your readings on a weekly basis. Doing these exercises will 
help you develop proficiency in objectives 3 and 4 and, together with in class 
activities, will lay the basis for developing objective 5. Mastering these basic 
objectives will allow you to attain objectives 1 and 2. All the assessments (both 
formal and informal) will test your progress in achieving these goals.  

 
Prerequisites 

 
None 

 
 
 

3. TEXTBOOKS 
 

All books are available for purchase at the university bookstore and some will be on 
reserve at Hillman Library. You must have your personal copies of the required books 
listed below as well as other required readings that may be posted on Blackboard. You 
must bring your copies of a week’s required readings to class. You do not need to buy 
the recommended books. Below is the list of both required and recommended books 
with the abbreviations to be used hereafter. 
 
 
 
 



3.1 Required Textbooks 
 
BNP Bernard Cohen, The Birth of a New Physics, 1985, W. W. Norton,  

ISBN 978-0-393-30045-1 
 

SBMP Michael R. Matthews, The Scientific Background to Modern Philosophy, Selected 
Readings, Edited, with Introduction, 1989,  
ISBN 9780872200746 
 

TG The Trial of Galileo, Essential Documents, Translated and Edited by Maurice A. 
Finocchiaro, 2014,  
ISBN 9781624661327 
[Excerpts from this book will be posted on Blackboard.] 
 

 
 

3.2 Recommended Textbooks 
 

BWS David C. Lindberg. The Beginnings of Western Science. 2nd ed.  
University of Chicago Press.  
ISBN-10: 0226482057.  
[Excerpts from this book will be posted on Blackboard.] 
 

WMT Conrad Lawrence, The Western medical tradition: 800 B.C. to A.D. 1800  
ISBN 9780521475648 
[Excerpts from this book will be posted on Blackboard.] 
 
 

 

4. ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING 

I will devise a variety of tasks for you to complete in order to formally assess your 
progress in attaining the course objectives described in section 2 of this syllabus. You will 
have weekly assignments on the readings that are due at the beginning of each meeting 
that will serve both as an encouragement to do the readings attentively and as a way for 
you to develop writing and note taking skills. There will be two exams that are aimed at 
testing your memorization of the course content and an optional research essay in which 
you can further exhibit your mastery of the learning objectives.  

In class, we will have short exercises and tasks that are not going to be graded but are 
aimed at providing me with an idea of how you are doing with the material. Informal 
assessment may take the form of me asking you to write down questions about the 
material and/or go over your homework in pairs or groups and discuss it with the rest of 
the class. These exercises will also prepare you for the tests and essays.  

 

 

Midterm The midterm exam is worth 25% of the final grade and will cover 
Weeks 1 through 7. It is closed book and scheduled for 2/23. 
 



Final The final exam is worth 25% of the final grade. It will cover 
mainly Weeks 9 through 15 but will have parts that are related to 
the earlier materials. It is closed book and scheduled for 4/20 
 

Exercises Each week you will have a take home exercise on the required 
readings that are worth 20% of the final grade. 
 
The exercises will be either summaries of the readings or related 
reading responses. To help you complete the task, I will post 
reading guidelines (such as questions for you to keep in mind 
while reading) on Blackboard every week. You will hand in one 
hard copy of your homework at the beginning of every meeting. 
 
The summaries will not be graded on quality, but to get full credit 
on a given exercise, you must demonstrate that you have done the 
required readings for the week in which the exercise is due. Each 
exercise will receive points on an informal scale of one to three 
points. 
There will be twelve (12) exercises, and according to the total 
points you earn on the exercises, you will receive all or a fraction 
of the percentage toward your final grade. I will count the best 10 
out of 12 exercises. This means that technically you can skip up to 
two exercises and still get 20%.  
 
 

Essay or 
Creative 
Assignment 

You can choose to write a 10 (ten) page research essay or 
complete a creative project (10 minute podcast, video or a mock-
historical document) on any of the topics covered in the course. 
This assignment is worth 30% of your grade. 
The essay or creative project can either develop a critical argument 
that relates two or more topics, or it can be an informative 
essay/project that develops a narrative across various time 
periods. I will distribute instructions for the essay and creative 
projects in class in due time. 
You must submit an essay or project proposal by 3/15 and discuss 
it with me during the week after Spring Break. You can do this 
either by coming to my office hours or making an appointment 
with me at a different time. The essay or the project is due 4/14 by 
11.59pm. In case you choose to write the essay, you will have to 
submit it to Turnitin. 
 

Letter Grade Your letter grade will be assigned according to the percentage of 
the grade you achieved as per the table below. 

 
A+ 98-100% 
A 93-97% 
A- 90-92% 

B+ 88-89% 
B 83-87% 
B- 80-82% 

C+ 78-79% 
C 73-77% 
C- 70-72% 

D+ 68-69% 
D 63-67% 
D- 60-62% 

F 0-59% 

 

For any other information about your grade, you can consult 
http://www.registrar.pitt.edu/grades.html or come ask me. 

 

 



5. COURSE POLICIES 
 
Academic Integrity I expect all students in this course to comply with the University of 

Pittsburgh policy on Academic Integrity, that you can review here: 
http://www.as.pitt.edu/fac/policies/academic-integrity 
 

Turnitin Students agree that by taking this course all required papers may be subject to 
submission for textual similarity review to Turnitin.com for the detection of 
plagiarism. All submitted papers will be included as source documents in the 
Turnitin.com reference database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of such 
papers. Use of Turnitin.com page service is subject to the Usage Policy and Privacy 
Pledge posted on the Turnitin.com site.  

 
University Email Each student is issued a University e-mail address (username@pitt.edu) upon 

admittance. This e-mail address may be used by the University for official 
communication with students. Students are expected to read e-mail sent to this 
account on a regular basis. Failure to read and react to University communications 
in a timely manner does not absolve the student from knowing and complying with 
the content of the communications. The University provides an e-mail forwarding 
service that allows students to read their e-mail via other service providers (e.g., 
Hotmail, AOL, Yahoo). Students that choose to forward their e-mail from their 
pitt.edu address to another address do so at their own risk. If e-mail is lost as a 
result of forwarding, it does not absolve the student from responding to official 
communications sent to their University e-mail address. To forward e-mail sent to 
your University account, go to http://accounts.pitt.edu, log into your account, click 
on Edit Forwarding Addresses, and follow the instructions on the page. Be 
sure to log out of your account when you have finished. (For the full E-mail 
Communication Policy, go to www.bc.pitt.edu/policies/policy/09/09-10-01.html.) 

 
Pitt Promise and 
Classroom Incivility 

Verbatim from http://www.studentaffairs.pitt.edu/pitt-promise/ : 

The University of Pittsburgh is committed to the advancement of 
learning and service to society. This is best accomplished in an 
atmosphere of mutual respect and civility, self-restraint, concern for 
others, and academic integrity. By choosing to join this community, I 
accept the obligation to live by these common values and commit 
myself to the following principles: 

“As a Pitt Student: 

• I will embrace the concept of a civil community, which abhors 
violence, theft, and exploitation of others; 

• I will commit myself to the pursuit of knowledge with 
personal integrity and academic honesty; 

• I will respect the sanctity of the learning environment and 
avoid disruptive and deceitful behavior toward other members 
of the campus community; 

• I will support a culture of diversity by respecting the rights of 
those who differ from myself; 

• I will contribute to the development of a caring community 
where compassion for others and freedom of thought and 
expression are valued; 



• I will honor, challenge and contribute to the scholarly heritage 
left by those who preceded me and work to leave this a better 
place for those who follow. 

By endorsing these common principles, I accept a moral obligation to 
behave in ways that contribute to a civil campus environment and 
resolve to support this behavior in others. This commitment to civility 
is my promise to the University of Pittsburgh and its community of 
scholars.” 

 
Late or Missed 
Assignments 

Essays: A late essay/project will be accepted but penalized at the rate 
of 4 points for each day the essay/project is late. 
 
Exams: A makeup for the midterm exam can be arranged only in 
exceptional circumstances (see below). The date of the final exam is 
firmly scheduled, and you may request a final exam conflict of 
accommodation only if you follow the University Guidelines found 
here: 
http://www.registrar.pitt.edu/assets/pdf/2174_EXAMS.pdf 
http://www.registrar.pitt.edu/assets/pdf/final_procedure.pdf 
 
Exercises: Since you can miss up to two (2) graded exercises without it 
harming your final grade, I will not accept any late exercises.  
 
The following are generally considered exceptional circumstances: a 
medical emergency, the death of a near relative, and a university-
related trip (e.g., athletic team commitments). If you are in these 
circumstances, (i) obtain written documentation from a relevant 
authority (e.g., doctor, coach, etc.) verifying that you are/were in one 
of these circumstances, (ii) contact me as soon as you can to set up an 
appointment, and (iii) show me the documentation. I will then decide 
how to apply the policy on late or missed assignments and exams to 
your circumstance, and I will make, by mutual agreement, any 
necessary makeup assignments or other arrangements. 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6. UNIVERSITY RESOURCES FOR LEARNING 

You should contact or visit the following places whenever you need an accommodation or 
academic assistance. It is strongly recommended that you make appointments with the Writing 
Center now and go over your essay with them before it is due. 
 
Disability 
Resources 

If you have a disability for which you are or may be requesting an 
accommodation, you are encouraged to contact both your instructor and 
Disability Resources and Services, 140 William Pitt Union, 412-648-7890 as 
early as possible in the term. 
 

Academic Resource 
Center 

For academic concerns that are not specific to this course, you can contact 
the Academic Resource Center: 
http://www.asundergrad.pitt.edu/arc 

Writing Center Clear and well-organized writing is absolutely necessary for getting a good 
grade on the essays in this course. While you work on your essays, you 
should consider visiting the Writing Center: 
http://www.writingcenter.pitt.edu/undergraduate-services 

 
 

7. COURSE SHEDULE 
 

Wee
k 

Date Topic Readings Due 

1 1/5 Introduction to the 
course 
 

Syllabus (in class) - 

2 1/12 Mythology and the 
birth of Natural 
Philosophy 

Required: 
Hesiod, Theogony (selected 
excerpts on BlackBoard) 
Presocratics (selected excerpts on 
BlackBoard) 
Background: 
BWS, ch.2 

EX 1; 
Create 
account 
on 
turnitin.co
m; 
Enroll 
(add-drop 
period 
ends 1/18) 

3 1/19 Aristotle’s Physics 
 

Required: 
Aristotle (SBMP, pp. 5-32) 
BNP ch.2 
Background: 
BWS, pp.45-60 
 

EX 2 

4 1/26 Transition of knowledge 
through the Arab World; 
Ptolemy and Copernicus 

Required: 
Copernicus (SBMP, pp.33-44) 
BNP ch.3 
Background: 
BWS pp. 173-184  
 

EX 3 

5 2/2 Galileo: Christianity and 
Science 

Required: 
Prohibition of Copernicanism (TG, 
pp. 96-105) 
Galileo’s letter to Castelli (TG, pp. 43-

EX 4 



48) 
 
Background: 
TG, Introduction, pp.1-30 
BNP, ch.4 
 

6 2/9 Sublunar Physics: 
Alchemy, Paracelsus 

Required: 
Paracelsus on transmutation (excerpts 
on Blackboard) 
Background: 
BWS pp. 286-295 
Lawrence Principle, Secrets of 
Alchemy (excerpts on BlackBoard) 
 

EX 5 
 

7 2/16 Chymistry: Boyle and 
Newton 

Required: 
Boyle (SBMP pp.109-123) [14] 
Newton on Alchemy (link on 
BlackBoard) 
Background: 
Lawrence Principle, Secrets of 
Alchemy (excerpts on BlackBoard) 
 

EX 6 

8 2/23 Midterm - 
 

- 

9 3/2 Introduction to the 
second part of the course; 
Hippocratic Medicine  

Required: 
On the nature of Man, The Seed and 
the Nature of Child (on BlackBoard) 
Background: 
WMT, pp.19-32 
 

EX 7 

 3/9 Spring Break -  
10 3/16 Aristotle and 

classification 
Required: 
Aristotle, History of Animals (selected 
excerpts on BlackBoard) 
Aristotle, Generation of Animals 
(selected excerpts on BlackBoard)  
Background: 
WMT, pp.19-32 
Joan Cadden, Meanings of Sex 
Differences in the Middle Ages, pp. 
21-26 (On BlackBoard) 
 

EX 8 
Essay/Proj
ect proposal 
due 3/15 

11 3/23 Galen and Avicenna Required: 
Galen, On the Usefulness of Parts 
(selected excerpts on BlackBoard) 
Background:  
WMT, pp. 58-70 
BWS pp.187-192 
Cadden, Meanings of Sex Differences 
in the Middle ages, pp.31-37 
 

EX 9 

12 3/30 The birth of empirical 
anatomy: Middle Ages 
and Alchemy 

Required: 
Paracelsus, On the generation of 
Natural Things (on BlackBoard) 
Background: 

Ex10 



 
 
 
Disclaimer:  
 
The above schedule, policies, procedures, and assignments in this course are subject to 
change in the event of extenuating circumstances, by mutual agreement, and/or to insure 
better student learning. 
 

 

WMT, pp. 310-325 
 

13 4/6 Anatomy: Art and 
Mechanics 

Required: 
De Graaf, On the Generative Organs 
of Women, chapters XIII and XIV 
(on BlackBoard) 
Background: 
WMT, pp. 265-285 
 

EX 11 

14 4/13 Influences of Medicine 
on Society during the 
Scientific Revolution: 
Equality 

Required: 
Marie Le Jars de Gourney, The 
Equality of Men and Women (on 
BlackBoard) 
Background: 
TBA 
 

EX 12 
 

15 4/20 Review - Essay/Proj
ect due 
4/20 

15 4/27 Final Exam -  



HPS 0427/CLASS 0330: Week 7 
 
Reading and Summary Guide  
 
Required Readings: “The Nature of Man” (HW , pp. 260–271 [11]); “The Seed and The 
Nature of the Child” (HW , pp. 317–346 [30]) 
 
Below a thematic outline of each of the two essays you read for this week. You should read 
carefully and include in your summary the sections indicated as important. Note that the 
numbered paragraphs are referred to as “section 1,” “section 2,” and so on. 
 
“The Nature of Man” 
 
Sections 1–8 are very important for our purposes. You should at least skim the rest.  
 
Sections 1–6: Arguments against monism  
Sections 4–5: Explanation of the theory of four humors 
Sections 7–8: Elaboration on the theory of four humors  
Sections 9–10: Principles for treating certain diseases 
Sections 11–12: Physiology of the blood vessels and the principles of venesection (blood-
letting) 
Sections 13–15: Prognosis (prognosis includes predicting the past as well as future course of 
the disease) 
 
“The Seed and the Nature of the Child” 
 
This essay is quite long, so you should focus on the following sections, which are important 
to understand the methodology of Hippocratic medicine. Skim the rest of the essay. You 
only need to summarize these sections. If you wish, you can summarize the whole essay. 
 
Sections 12–14: The causes and the course of embryonic development. 
Sections 29–30: These sections report the experiment mentioned at the end of section 13. 
 
Although not all the sections in “The Seed” are listed above, the essay is very interesting 
from the point of view of the history of biology because it discusses the problems that are 
still alive today or did not get resolved until well into the twentieth century, such as the 
nature of the gamete [called “sperm” or “seed”], the problem of sex determination [in 
section 6], and the explanation of hereditary phenomena [in sections 7–8]. If you are 
interested in biology, you might want to read the essay.  

	



HPS 0515 / HST 0089 Week 4 Guided Notes 
Learning Objectives 
By the end of this week, you should be able to do the following: 

1. Describe Aristotle’s cosmology and illustrate the way it bears on Ptolemy’s model of the 
universe. 

2. Describe key contributions to the development of astronomy of Islamic Science in the years 
800-1200AD. 

3. Define and describe the main structural characteristics of Ptolemy’s cosmological model and 
explain the phenomena that these characteristics describe. 

4. Describe the main improvements that Copernicus’ model improved on Ptolemy’s model. 
5. Describe the shortcomings of Copernicus’ model in terms of its relation to Aristotelian 

physics and in terms of its cultural context. 

Guided Notes 
Lecture 1: Aristotle’s Cosmology and Ptolemy’s Model 
 
Aristotelian Cosmology 
 
Earth:  

Elements: 
Allowed motion: 

 
Heavens: 

Element: 
Allowed motion: 

 
Significance of division of terrestrial and celestial realms: 
 
Ptolemy’s model 
 
Saving the appearances 
Retrograde Motion (BNP, p. 26): 

 
Lecture 2: Islamic Astronomical Science 
 
Relationship between Greek and Islamic Science: 
 
 
Advances of Islamic Astronomy: 
 
Lecture 3: Copernicus 
 
 
Copernicus’ motivations: 
 
(SBMP, p. 37) 
 
 
(SBMP, p. 42) 



Phenomena that Copernicus could explain:      Advantage over Ptolemy’s model: 
 
  

  

  

 
 
Lecture 4: Problems with the Copernican Model 
 

1. Observational: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Conceptual: 

 
	



HPS0515/ HST0089 Week 4 Ptolemy’s cosmological model 
 
In this exercise, you have to individuate what models of the universe these drawings 
represent, and identify its most important components (indicated by the arrows). You should 
also describe what observations made from earth these models explain.  
You can find important relevant information in Birth of a New Physics, pp.28-33. 
 
1.  

 
This characteristic explains: 

 
 
2. 

 
This characteristic explains: 
 



 
 
 
3. 

 
This characteristic explains: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
	



HPS 0515/HST 0089: Week 6 
 

Extra Credit Exercise 
 

In this exercise, I want you to try to formulate two, good short answer (one paragraph) 
questions for the upcoming midterm in this course, and write a brief answer key for your 
question. A good short-answer question and a good answer key should meet the criteria 
described below. Second, I want you to work on the draft of an outline for possible essay 
questions that will appear on the exam. A good outline addresses all the points mentioned in 
the essay prompt. You will form groups of 4 and I will assign one essay to each group (some 
groups will have the same essay question). Once completed, you will describe your outline to 
the rest of the class. We will return to these essay questions during our next meeting. 
 
The purpose of these exercises is to help you identify what areas/materials/skills you have to 
work on from now (because you cannot write a good question or an answer if you don’t 
know the materials well), to begin to prepare for the exam, and to help you understand 
(when I give you feedback on the questions) what to expect for the exam. 
 
Part 1 
 
Good Short-Answer Question 
Here are a few basic criteria for good questions. (1) The questions must test the students’ 
levels of attainment of the course and weekly learning objectives. (2) The questions must be 
specific enough for the exam and written unambiguously. For example, I will not ask 
“Summarize Aristotle’s cosmology” even though this is one of the learning objectives, 
because given the volume of the reading for Aristotle, this would be too general for a short 
answer question. I would make the question somewhat more specific: “In a short paragraph, 
summarize the main differences between celestial and terrestrial physics in Aristotle.” For 
another example, consider: “Describe in some detail one of the structural characteristics of 
Ptolemy’s cosmological model and the appearance(s) that this structure describes.” I regard 
this question to be a good short answer question. 
 
Answer-Key 
For a short answer question, a good answer key is one that specifies key words, phrases, or 
concepts that a good answer to the question should contain. The key can be described in a 
bulleted list. 
 
Although I cannot promise, if I find a particularly well-written and good question, I will 
share it with the class and consider including it in the exam. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



Part 2 
 
Midterm Short Essay Instructions: State your thesis in the first or second sentence, and 
briefly explain it. Develop your argument in two (2) or three (3) paragraphs. Most of the 
essay prompts have three-point instructions, so you can aim at writing roughly one 
paragraph per point. At the end of the essay, summarize your thesis in one or two sentences.  
Each essay should be about 600 words long. You will not be penalized for writing a longer 
essay on the exam. 
 
Essay Questions 
 
1. Copernicus is often thought to have revolutionized Western cosmological views. Do you 
agree? In your answer make sure you include: 

a. The major difference(s) between Copernicus’ cosmology and his predecessors’. This 
may include Copernicus’ motivations for developing his cosmology. 

b. (At least) one advantage of Copernicus’ cosmological model over his predecessors’. 
c. (At least) one disadvantage of Copernicus’ cosmological model over his 

predecessors’. 
In addressing the differences, advantages and disadvantages, make sure you explain all 
the technical terms you introduce. 

 
2. The Presocratics introduced a method of inquiry that laid the foundations of western 
science. Aristotle is thought to have consolidated this method in developing his 
epistemology. Illustrate this claim. In your answer make sure you address the following 
points: 

a. The difference in method of inquiry of the mythological views and the Presocratics. 
b. The method of inquiry described by Aristotle (his epistemology). 
c. The analogies between the method(s) of inquiry described by the Presocratics and 

Aristotle. 
 
3. Aristotle’s view of the world distinguished between terrestrial and celestial physics. Galileo 
is thought to have given a final blow to this stark division. Do you agree with this claim? In 
your answer, make sure you address the following points:  

a. The difference between terrestrial and celestial physics found in Aristotle’s 
cosmology. 

b. (At least) two events/claims that put this distinction in question before Galileo. 
c. (At least two of) Galileo’s contributions that may have dismantled this distinction. 

 
4. Throughout history, the “supernatural” has been addressing similar questions to Natural 
Philosophy (what we would call “Science” today). Do you agree? To argue for your claim, 
compare and contrast the views and methods of inquiry of these too arguably separate 
branches of human inquiry. In your answer, include: 

a. (At least) one difference and one similarity of the views and/or methods of 
mythology and of the Presocractics. 

b. (At least) one difference and one similarity of methods and/or of views (if any) of 
Biblical and Copernican cosmology. 

Hint: to answer part b. of this prompt, you might find it useful to look at the arguments 
of Galileo and Bellarmine for accepting or rejecting Copernican cosmology.  
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University Questions

Instructor Summary of Results

Question

Results

Mean
Response
Count

Standard
Deviation

The instructor presented the course in an organized manner. 4.50 12 0.67

The instructor stimulated my thinking. 4.25 12 0.87

The instructor evaluated my work fairly. 4.33 12 0.89

The instructor made good use of examples to clarify concepts. 4.42 12 0.79

The instructor maintained a good learning environment. 4.50 12 0.80

The instructor was accessible to students. (Do not answer if no basis to judge.) 4.86 7 0.38

Instructor's overall teaching effectiveness

Question

Results

Mean
Response
Count

Standard
Deviation

Express your judgment of the instructor's overall teaching effectiveness: 4.08 12 0.79
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1. The instructor presented the course in an
organized manner.

2. The instructor stimulated my thinking.

3. The instructor evaluated my work fairly. 4. The instructor made good use of examples to
clarify concepts.

5. The instructor maintained a good learning
environment.

6. The instructor was accessible to students. (Do
not answer if no basis to judge.)

Instructor Evaluation: Detailed Results
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Instructor's overall teaching effectiveness:

Would you recommend this course to other students?

Would you recommend this instructor to other students?

Compared to other courses at the same level, the amount of work I did was:
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In this course I have learned:

The grade I expect in this course is:
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University Questions

Instructor Summary of Results

Question

Results

Mean
Response
Count

Standard
Deviation

The instructor presented the course in an organized manner. 3.43 7 0.98

The instructor stimulated my thinking. 3.43 7 0.79

The instructor evaluated my work fairly. 4.00 7 1.00

The instructor made good use of examples to clarify concepts. 3.43 7 0.98

The instructor maintained a good learning environment. 3.71 7 1.11

The instructor was accessible to students. (Do not answer if no basis to judge.) 4.17 6 1.17

Instructor's overall teaching effectiveness

Question

Results

Mean
Response
Count

Standard
Deviation

Express your judgment of the instructor's overall teaching effectiveness: 4.00 7 0.82

   

 Marina  Baldissera Pacchetti ( CLASS 0330 - MYTH AND SCIENCE - 1040 - Lecture) 2/5



1. The instructor presented the course in an
organized manner.

2. The instructor stimulated my thinking.

3. The instructor evaluated my work fairly. 4. The instructor made good use of examples to
clarify concepts.

5. The instructor maintained a good learning
environment.

6. The instructor was accessible to students. (Do
not answer if no basis to judge.)

Instructor Evaluation: Detailed Results
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Instructor's overall teaching effectiveness:

Would you recommend this course to other students?

Would you recommend this instructor to other students?

Compared to other courses at the same level, the amount of work I did was:
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In this course I have learned:

The grade I expect in this course is:
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What were the instructor's major strengths?

Comments

very nice

Marina is really good at presenting the information in an organized manner. I always knew what to expect during the
class, and this really helped me understand the material in a systematic way. Marina is also very approachable, so it
was very easy to ask questions if I had any.

Clear expectations for what material was important.

She presented materials well and answered all questions. She maintained a good learning environment that did not
pressure or overwhelm students, but made learning possible. Graded work fairly.

Facilitating class discussion, keeping a long class time interesting

She presented the class in a very organized format. The syllabus was very clear, and the reading guides were helpful,
as were the guided notes.

Interest in the topics surrounding the course

Providing a great learning environment, making sure students are prepared for class, providing clear feedback

Teaching philosophy and translating the jargon into what us normal humans can understand.

She was very organized and very passionate in what she teaches.

Very deep base of knowledge on the subjects and related areas.

She kept the 2 and a half hour night class very stimulating and was very good at explaining concepts.

What were the instructor's major weaknesses?

Comments

didn't understand the point of discussions sometimes

There are no major weaknesses. Marina did as well as any teacher could possibly do trying to keep students
stimulated for 2 and a half hours.

Has trouble starting class discussions

Not giving enough feedback on essays

None I can think of.

Her grading on the essays was not up to the standards I am familiar with in other departments; in particular, she took
points off for including a full list of citations if that put one over the word limit, which I have never known another
professor to do, and she seemed to be more concerned with students using terminology used in class rather than
demonstrating full understanding. Based off comments I received on a paper it appeared to me that I lost points for
using synonyms for terms used in class in order to avoid what I have been taught is poor, repetitive writing, and this is
unfair in my opinion as the phrases used were not incorrect, just not identical to the exact terms used in class. I was
also unhappy with the blanket ban on using direct quotations from class texts in essays, which was another policy that I
have never seen in any other class, and I never received a good explanation for why that policy was in place.

inexperience with teaching

None

Loses train of thought sometimes

Can get stuck on words sometimes so she says uhm a lot, but we all do sometimes!
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What aspects of this course were most beneficial to you?

Comments

review sessions

The information was really interesting, which kept me a little more engaged in class, and allowed me to learn a little
better.

Guided notes, lectures

Learning about philosophies of the Greeks and how they still apply or built into current scientific theories.

Critical thinking, essay writing

note outlines

Reading guidelines to help find the important information in readings, being given the lesson plan at the beginning of
class since 2.5 hours can be a long time

Historical Aspect

The lectures-they were very informative and they're great as study aides

The assignments associated with the readings were detailed enough to promote learning, while not being overly
restrictive/demanding as to be discouraging

The lectures and how they were set up really helped me understand the readings and I enjoyed the content of the
course.

What suggestions do you have to improve the course?

Comments

more engaging lectures via powerpoint, movies, ect.

None.

Move the second essay to an earlier deadline so it's not due right at the end of the semester.

Revamping the essay grading and expectations would be a start, especially in regard to quotation usage and to a
lesser extent style expectations.

spend more time discussing the impacts that certain works had. Make the material seem more relevant.

None

Less groupwork and more review? There's a lot of names and concepts to memorize and it's easy to forget them

I don't really have suggestions on how this course would be improved. I really enjoyed this course.
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What were the instructor's major strengths?

Comments

Interest in the topics. She is clearly very intelligent.

Animated and engaging

she actively ask how she can help you better understand the concepts and get more out of the class

She is very intelligent and careful not to express idea which aren't validated

What were the instructor's major weaknesses?

Comments

Some of the subjects taught do not seem to be that relevant to the course. I sometimes feel like I am in a philosophy
and history class, not a myth and science class.

somewhat hard to follow during lectures

her PowerPoint slides didn't necessarily connect with the lecture notes. however, she over came this by verbally stating
what we should be writing as our notes

Still new to teaching and somewhat nervous at points in lecture

What aspects of this course were most beneficial to you?

Comments

The straightforward layout and learning objectives.

homeworks

how organized she was with her teaching style. she always stayed on topic and kept to her lesson plan so we got the
most out of every meeting.

What suggestions do you have to improve the course?

Comments

Class discussions are fine, but group work can be annoying.

less reading

none

No group work. 1/4 people do the readings. It really is an insult to have to work with idiots.

   

 Marina  Baldissera Pacchetti ( CLASS 0330 - MYTH AND SCIENCE - 1040 - Lecture) 2/2


	Teaching Portfolio
	Supporting
	Marina Baldissera Pachetti Palmieri
	Support
	Support1
	HPS 0427 Fall 16 Syllabus
	HPS 0515 Syllabus Spring 2017 Baldissera Pacchetti
	Support1
	Microsoft Word - HPS 0427.docx
	Microsoft Word - HPS 0515.docx
	Microsoft Word - HPS0515 handout.docx
	Microsoft Word - HPS 0515 midterm.docx


	MS
	Individual Report for  Marina  Baldissera Pacchetti ( HPS 0427 - MYTH AND SCIENCE - 1030 - Lecture)_3e2b43f0-4a49-458b-96e6-128e9dc30c02en-US
	Individual Report for  Marina  Baldissera Pacchetti ( CLASS 0330 - MYTH AND SCIENCE - 1040 - Lecture)_148e1669-9f09-46e3-ab82-88cdda0a9c27en-US
	Comment Report_ Marina  Baldissera Pacchetti ( HPS 0427 - MYTH AND SCIENCE - 1030 - Lecture)_1f609a89-1a0c-4b14-a28c-651d8b3e871den-US
	Comment Report_ Marina  Baldissera Pacchetti ( CLASS 0330 - MYTH AND SCIENCE - 1040 - Lecture)_9f46f8e9-f2f1-464f-8953-711a2f786faeen-US




